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Stop Judging Your Beautiful Self
Massage Fits You (yes, YOU!)
Rebecca Jones
Sol Benson loathed her body. It went
beyond mere embarrassment at how
"fat" she was. Deeper still was the
conviction that her body was unworthy
of love, underserving of nurturing.
And it was that alienation from her own
body that for years kept Benson, a
professional dancer who has waged a
lifelong battle with anorexia, from
getting massage. "I stayed away because
getting a massage was being good to
myself," said the 45-year-old Colorado
mother of two, whose own mother and
brother are massage therapists. "If I'm
on a weight loss cycle, it's like 'I don't
deserve love, I don't deserve food, I
don't deserve to feel good about
myself.'"

Benson explains, that helped the
process. Her nonjudgmental ways
helped Benson maintain balance. If,
however, Rose had brought up weight,
or in this case, the lack thereof, Benson
admits it could have sent her into
another purging cycle.

Managing Body Image

Benson's story illustrates just how
complex the issues of body image can be
in 21st century America and just how
valuable bodywork is in mending
distorted body image.

Happiness is
the highest
form of health
-Dalai Lama

Developing a positive body image is
about becoming present, grounded,
open, aware, and unafraid to find what's
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Self-acceptance is the first step to a healthier lifestyle and a happy relationship with yourself.

In this Issue

Benson credits Mary Rose--a Boulder,
Colorado, massage therapist who has
developed a special style of acupressure
for
the
physically
fragile--with
understanding her psychological fragility
enough to help her turn massage into a
tool for healing, rather than a doorway
to despair.

at the core and work through it. It's
about being mindful, and listening to
what your body has to say--a big step on
the way to a healthier lifestyle and not
necessarily an easy one to take. It
requires courage and hard work to learn
self-acceptance. And bodywork can play
a key role in this endeavor.

Stop Judging Your Beautiful Self
A Peek Into Peels
High Time for Tea

It was the tender care from Rose,
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With America in the grip of an obesity
epidemic--while at the same time
holding up waif-like thinness as a
cultural ideal--many people are worried
about excess pounds and the harsh
judgments that accompany them.
Embarrassment at the thought of
uncovering imperfect bodies for the
close contact of a massage or bodywork
session drives away untold numbers of
potential clients.
The problem isn't limited to issues of
weight. Many people avoid massage
because of embarrassment about acne,
surgical scars, birthmarks they consider
unsightly, or some other physical
deformity or flaw.
"A really common one is, 'I have such
ugly feet,'" Rose says. "I always laugh and
say that in 20 years, I haven't seen an
ugly foot yet. People just have bad
attitudes about their feet. In general,
people are so self-judgmental."

American Gladiator. I inform people I
have flaws as well, and I'd be more than
willing to help them overcome their
self-consciousness."

Viewpoint:
Compassion

We're all in this together, and your
massage therapist is operating from a
place of compassion. Your practitioner
is there to create and hold a safe space
for you. Says Charlie Murdach, 38, a
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, massage
therapist, "For me, it's meeting the
person where that person is and
addressing that person in an appropriate
and compassionate way."
Murdach, who has been a massage
therapist since 1990, says he has yet to
meet a potential client that he can't
help, regardless of that person's physical
condition. He believes this is due to the
massage therapist's ability to avoiding

forcing anything, but to also being open
to the possibility that miracles can
happen.
Murdach explains your practitioner's
role: "Whatever is going on with that
person, whether it's a deformity or some
type of disability, I make sure I can step
up and hold the waters calm for that
person. It doesn't matter if they're
missing an arm, or have a deformed
hand, the person who is standing there
desires to move forward."
Getting a massage can do wonders for
body image and help bridge the
disconnect between the physical and
emotional. A wounded psyche can lead
you to believe you don't deserve a
massage; this is when you most do! You
are worthy--book your massage today.

Relax, Really

Massage therapists specialize in the
human body. They don't judge; rather,
they see anatomy.
"This is something that's so prevalent
and something we deal with daily," says
Jonathan Burt, 27, a Detroit massage
therapist and massage instructor. "I
can't tell you how often I've heard, 'I
have to wait until I get into shape before
I come in for a massage.' Clients think
they have to be in shape before they can
relax." Newsflash: Relaxation is not
exclusive to model body types.
Given the increased blood flow that
results from massage, as well as the
benefits to the lymphatic and other body
systems, Burt believes overweight people
and others who suffer from limited
mobility are the people most likely to
benefit from a good massage. That's why
he especially treasures his larger clients.
The idea of taking your clothes off for a
massage is often more intimidating than
the reality. In fact, practitioners make
draping an art form, ensuring the client
doesn't feel exposed. And by the way,
says Burt, you're not the only imperfect
body around here. "We all have flaws,"
says Burt, who gave his first massage at
age seven, when his grandmother, a
double amputee, asked him to massage
her stumps. "Myself, I'm not the
Bodywork can boost self-esteem and confidence, and even improve body image.

A Peek Into Peels
Chemical
peels
have
become
increasingly popular over the past few
years. Once a strictly medical
procedure, peels entered the beauty
industry in the 1980s as a way to
rejuvenate aging skin, smooth lines,
even out skin tone, fade dark spots,
minimize enlarged pores, improve acne,
and generally promote healthier skin.
Technically speaking, the peels offered
in spas and salons across the country
aren't really peels, but are a kind of
resurfacing that many refer to as
chemical exfoliation. Deeper peels are
considered medical procedures because
of how deeply they penetrate skin and
are done by medical care providers.
These peels use much more potent
chemicals and are substantially more
expensive, costing several hundred
dollars.
Chemical exfoliation, a treatment you
can receive from your esthetician,
involves applying one or more acids to
facial skin to remove the outermost

layer. In general, chemical exfoliation
involves the use of alpha hydroxy acids,
which are naturally found in foods. The
most common are glycolic acid that is
derived from sugar cane, and lactic acid
from sour milk. These acids have a long
track record of treating dry skin and
hyperpigmentation, and of reversing the
effects of aging. Another frequently used
substance is salicylic acid. Derived from
the bark of the willow tree, it is an
oil-grabber that helps unclog pores.

autoimmune disorders, may preclude
you from this treatment.

After a chemical exfoliation, you must
take good care of your skin or risk
developing dark patches. Skin will be
especially sensitive to sunburn for about
a week after the peel, so sunscreen is a
must, even on cloudy days. Other
potential side effects include flaking or
scabbing.
Not everyone is a good candidate for
chemical exfoliation. Dark-skinned and
olive-toned individuals are at greater
risk for scarring. Some medications and
medical conditions, like pregnancy or

Chemical peels help to promote healthier skin.

High Time for Tea
Discover the Healing Properties of Taking Tea
Brenda Armstrong
The health research is enough to make
you forego the latte for strong brewed
tea instead. Name your color -- black,
white, green, even red -- teas are packed
with disease-preventing antioxidants
(more than some fruits and vegetables)
and contain vitamins, minerals, and at
least half the caffeine of coffee.
Fortified with free radical-fighting
polyphenols, tea drinkers have a reduced
risk of many different cancers, in
particular stomach, colorectal, and even
skin cancer. Tea drinkers also have a
lower risk of heart disease, stroke, and
high cholesterol. Containing antiinflammatory and arthritis-preventing
properties, tea also helps stimulate the
immune system and protect the liver
against toxins.

But you have to drink up. Most research
points to five or so cups of brewed tea
each day to reap the health benefits.
Decaf tea loses some but not much of its
health punch, due to extra processing.

Rooibos, or red tea, is naturally
caffeine-free and from the Aspalathus
linearis, a shrub that grows only at high
altitude near Cape of Good Hope in
South Africa.

All traditional tea -- white, green,
oolong, and black -- is derived from the
leaves of an evergreen tree called the
Camellia sinensis, and all contain the
health-promoting polyphenols. White
tea is made from young tea leaves, dried
in the sun without fermentation or
processing. Green tea is dried with hot
air after picking, so it retains its color
but is not fermented. Oolong tea,
sometimes referred to as "brown" tea, is
fermented but not processed to the
point of black tea. Black tea, on the
other hand, is fully fermented, which
accounts for the color of the leaves and
its stronger flavor.

Herbal teas are made from a variety of
plants, roots, bark, seeds, and flowers
and are technically herbal infusions
rather than tea. Though they don't
contain the same antioxidants and
haven't received the same research-based
accolades as traditional tea, the herbs in
these infusions have certain healing
properties that have been used for
centuries to treat many common health
issues.
Brenda Armstrong is a Holistic Massage Therapist,
Product Developer and Wellness Coach.

A good laugh
and a long sleep
are the best cures
in the
doctorâ€™s
book.
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